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IX INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS V.I.D.E.S

COMMON GOODS AND HUMAN RIGHTS:
A PATRIMONY AND A COMMITMENT FOR YOUTH
30 October – 2nd November 2008 - SASSONE (RM)
Final Declaration
· We, young people of VIDES – International Volunteerism Women Education Development – committed to the salesian project, according to the proposal Daughters of Mary help of Christian;
· Coming from: Congo Brazzaville, Democratic Republic of Congo, Madagascar, Mozambique, Mali, Argentina, Brazil, Cameron, Costa Rica, Chile, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Uruguay, Canada, United States, Cambodia, Philippines, Japan, India, Korea, Vietnam, Pakistan, Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Poland, United Kingdom, Czech Republic, Slovenia, Slovakia, Spain, Hungary, Switzerland, Italy;

· meeting here at Sassone  (RM) – Italy – on the 60th year from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, for the IX° International Congress on the topic: “Common Goods and Human Rights: a patrimony and a commitment for youth”; 

Realizing the urgent need : 
· to make sure that human rights does not remain only a declaration on  paper;  
· to guard the common goods of humanity and to guarantee equal access to all;  
· to rediscover the value of gratuity;  
· to affirm a positive idea of peace;  

· to promote new politics of solidarity, justice, respect of all the rights of everyone and of peace between peoples; 
Are convinced  that: 

· Life is the most valuable good we received. The first of all rights. A gift and a right we have to construct and defend during our daily journey, with our choices, with our participation and our commitment as humans and citizens;
· Common good calls for a personal and collective responsibility, as part of those rnet which are the polis, the civitas, and the communitas.
· Freedom is the essential requirement for true responsibility. Whoever is not free cannot be responsible.  Without freedom we cannot even speak about community;
· Human Rights and the Common Goods, need to be centered on a true culture of relation.    
· The concept and practice of responsibility demand the need to think and live the goods in their dimension of indivisibility, universality and of  interconnection;  
· The sense of belongings to the same human family is the basis of responsibility with regard to the environment. It demands a serious and  ample cultural and educational action;  
WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO:

· to develop a new political culture based on human rights and the participation of the citizens.   We commit ourselves to denounce and to contest the great and small violations  of  human rights, calling on institutions and governments to  respect their commitments and responsibilities;  
· to accept the language of human rights as  our common language, at the base of information.   A  universal language which, respecting legitimate cultural diversities, nourishes dialogue and solidarity, through our  testimony at all levels; 
· to promote and to develop  a vast educational action  in our Countries, geared to action for the defense and promotion of all human rights for  all citizens –particularly for children, young  people and women – and to the protection of common  goods;  
· to testify and to promote an attitude of gratuitousness and solidarity, as a style of life;  
· to support and to consolidate the leadership of  the young in the promotion of human rights and in  the protection of all the common goods for the construction of peace;  

WE ASK ALL CITIZENS, POLITICIANS, PARLIAMENTS, PERSONS RESPONSIBLE AT THE UNITED NATIONS AND ALL COUNTRIES TO:  
· recognize that human rights are the names of  vital human needs, material and spiritual and as such they are concrete objectives which should guide politics at all levels,  from local to international, from the family to the school to the workplace, from our cities up to the  United Nations.  They are not only "values"  to contemplate; 
· go beyond the concept of citizenship tied to nationality.   Human, social and economic rights are  either guaranteed to all, or to nobody; 

· re-humanize politics, reconstructing a "political culture" founded on human rights and the  protection of common goods of humanity;
· maintain water and every fundamental  common good for human beings outside from the laws of the global market  and of the international agreements of free trade; 
· update the Universal Declaration of human rights with the rights that guarantee life,  introducing the right to access to water and the right to information for every human being.  

Sassone, (RM) – ITALY, 2nd november 2008
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