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Dignity and justice for all of us




The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) turns 60 on December 10th, 2008. Human Rights Day is observed by the international community every year on December 10th. It commemorates the day in 1948 the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
The Declaration was one of the first major achievements of the United Nations, and after 50 years remains a powerful instrument which continues to exert an enormous effect on people's lives all over the world. This was the first time in history that a document considered to have universal value was adopted by an international organization. It was also the first time that human rights and fundamental freedoms were set forth in such detail.

The adoption of the Universal Declaration stems in large part from the strong desire for peace in the aftermath of the Second World War. Although the 58 Member States which formed the United Nations at that time varied in their ideologies, political systems and religious and cultural backgrounds and had different patterns of socio-economic development, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights represented a common statement of goals and aspirations -- a vision of the world as the international community would want it to become.

To read the full version of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, visit    http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/60UDHR/leafletA4en.pdf
 -Summary taken from www.ohchr.org
To learn more about your rights please visit:
www.knowyourrights2008.org
