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The Universal Periodic Revie
(UPR) is a uniqga process whic
involves a review of the human rig
records of all 192 UN Member Sta
once every four year$he UPR is

Statedriven process, under 1
auspices of the Human Rig
Council, which  provides ti

opportunity for each State to decl
wha actions they have taken
improve the human rights situatic
in their countries and to fulfil the
human rights obligation&s one o
the main features of the Council,
UPR is designed to ensure e
treatment for every country wh
their human ights situations a
assessed.

The Human Rights Counci
Universal Periodic Review (UP
Working Group concluded its ¢
session after having reviewed
fulfilment of  human right
obligations in 16 Staseand adoptir
reports for each State review.

During the twoweek sessio
which began on 2 Februa
interactive discussions between
States under review and the Work
Group, comprised of the 47 memt
of the Human Rightouncil, ani
observerswere held during which

The UPR was created through
UN General Assembly on 15 Mai
2006 by resolution 60/251whicl
established the Human Rights
Council itself.lt is a cooperativ
process which, by 2011, will he
reviewed the human rights record:
every countryCurrently, no othe
universal mechanism of this ki
exists. The UPR is one of the |
elements of the new Council wh
remincs States of their responsibil
to fully respect and implement
human rights and fundamer
freedomsThe ultimate aim of th
new mechanism is to improve
human rights situation in all countr
and address human rights violati
wherever they occur.

wide range of human rights iss
were raised.

During the 4rd Session, which tc
place February 2 through 13, 200¢
the United Nations in Gene
Switzerland, IIMA and VIDE
representatives attended the mee
and attenively followed the countr
reports.

In this newsletter, [IMA ar
VIDES hope to provide you wi
information relative to the Univer:
Periodic Review and our humr
rights work at the United Nations.
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IIMA and VIS participated at tt
“10th special session dhe Huma
Rights Council which took plac
February 20, 2009, in Geneva.
The Human Rights Coun
concluded the tenth Special Ses
after adopting a resolution on
impact of the global economic &
financial crises on the univer
realization andféective enjoyment ¢
human rights in which it stressed 1
global economic and financial cri
did not diminish the responsibility
national authorities in the realizat
of human rights and urged
international community to supp
national effots to, inter alia, establi
and preserve social safety nets fol
protection of the most vulneral
segments of  their societi
In the resolution, which was adop
by a vote of 31 for and
abstentions, the Council expres
deep concern that the ivarsa
realization and effective enjoyment
human rights were challenged dut
multiple and interrelated glok
economic and financial crises

* +
e
ability of countries, partularly

developing countries, to mobili
resources for development and
address the impact of these cri
The Council underlined the urg
need to establish an equita
transparent and democrz
international system to strengthen
broaden the articipation o
developing countries in internatio
economic decisiomraking. It calle
upon all States to refrain frc
reducing international financ
resources for development and fi
imposing protectionist measures.

The Council invited relevant thaatic
Special Procedures, building on
deliberations of this Special Sess
to consider any of the impacts of
global economic and financial cri
on the realization and effect
enjoyment of all human rights anc
integrate their findings in #r
regular reports presented to

Human Rights Council, with spec
attention to nordiscrimination and |
ways and means to ensure respec
and protection of the human rights

recognized the severe impacts on thevulnerable and marginalized groups.
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IIMA and VIDES representativ:
assistd at the preparatory process
the Durban Review Conferen
which hold February 23, 20(
Government representatives h
completed their first week
substantive negotiations on text
will become the draft outcor
document of the Durban Revi
Conference, to be held in Geneve
April.

The upeoming conference w
review  progress and  ass
implementation -at national, region
and international levels -of the
Durban Declaration and Prograat
Action, which was adopted at 1
2001 World Conference agai
Racism, Racial Discriminatic
Xenophobia and Related Intolerar
held in Durban, South Africa.



A working group, formally known
the intersession opemdel
intergovernmental
was set up to negotiate and finali:
draft outcome document for |
Durban Review Conference and
open to partipation by all UM

Discrimination, Xenophobia a
Rdated Intolerance in Durban, So

working group, Africa, in 2001.

The Review Conference will serve
a catalyst to fulfilling the promises
the Durban Declaration and Progra
of Action agreed at the 2001 did

I Member States and observers. Conference through reinvigora
% The Durban Reew Conference, wi  actions, initiatives and practic
& 1" ( held in Geneva, Switzerland, 2& solutions, illuminating the we
Y+, April 2009, will evaluate progre toward equality for every individu
towards the goals set by the Wc and group in all regions and count

Conference against Racism, Re of the world.
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The review of Germany was held at the 1st meetm@ d¢-ebruary 2009. The delegation@trman
was coheaded by H.E. Gernot Erler, Deputy Minister fordign Affairs and H.E. Peter Altmai
Deputy Minister of the Interior. In the course betdiscussion, the following recommendations '
made to Germany:

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

(!

Sign and ratify the Internatioh&onvention on the Protection of the Rights of Migrani
Workers and Members of Their Families and the @yati Protocol to the International Cover
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

Rights Take necessary measures to ensure the fmwate€ the rights of all children and to me
sure minors are not imprisoned with adults ;

Resolve the problem of the salled street children ensuring that their basiedseare covert
including education, health, housing and food;

Adopt time-bound measures ittcrease children with disabilities’ access to ustve educatic
in mainstream schools, and that it ensure fundandhfe specific services necessary to help-
students reach their full learning potential andipigpate along with other students ;

Take concrete actions to deal with the discriminataractices on the grounds of religior
access to employment and social integration ;

Consider taking more resolute action to prevent@mdsh perpetrators of racially motivated
of violence agmst members of the Roma/Sinti, Muslim, Jewish camities, as well as Germ
nationals of foreign origin and asylum seekers ashapt laws to punish racist acts.

The review of Canada was held on 3 February 2086.delegation of Canada was tied by Mr. Joh
Sims, Deputy Minister of Justicén the course of the discussion, the following raoeendations we
made to Canada:

1)

Continue its committed policy, federally, provingyaand territorially, to promote and protect
human rights;
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2) Create or reinforce a transparent, effective arcbuntable system that includes all levels ¢
government and representative of the civil socigtgluding indigenous people, to monitor .
publicly and regularly report on the implementatafrCanada’s human rights obligations;

3) Continue policies rrd programmes aimed at reducing inequalities ththtegist between tr
Aboriginal, especially between women, recent imiaags and other Canadians and inter
efforts to improve employment, housing, educatiod health care and combat racism, r:
discrimination and xenophobia;

4) Implement in national legislation the prohibitiondacriminalization of all types of violen
against women and children, specially indigenousei and children;

5) Integrate economic social and cultural rights snpbvety reduction strategies in a way that
benefit the most vulnerable groups in society, sblgcthe Aborigines, afr@zanadian:
migrants, persons with disabilities, youth, womethwow incomes, and single mothers;

6) Intensify its efforts to ensure thhigher education is equally accessible to all, loe hasis ¢
capacity;

7) Re-consider the approach on the nature of probibitf torture and to review the non-
refoulement principles in its domestic legislation.
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The review of the Rssian Federation was held at the 5th meeting oabduary 2009. The delegat
of the Russian Federation was headed by H.E. Mexaider V. Konovalov, Minister of Justice of
Russian Federation. The following recommendatioitisoe examined by the Russian Federation :

1) Consider ratifying many international conventiaagprovide full enjoyment of all human rig
to its people;

2) Consider officially establishing a moratorium oneewtions with a view to abolishing de
penalty ;

3) Further step up effort® punish and stop extremist crimes, counter ra@ethxenophobia, a
promote greater respect and tolerance for cultlivarsity in society ;

4) Take further efforts in addressing the problemmémployment, socieconomic inequality ar
social vulnerability among its populati@md continue policy to ensure gender equality aiat
upholding the rights of women;

5) Pursue its action plans to protect the rights efdhild and of the family; Enhance its effort
provide equal educational opportunities @hildren with disabilities, including by abolisiy
the practice of “corrective” and “auxiliary schoglby providing the necessary support anc
ensuring that teachers are trained to educaterehildith disabilities in regular schools ;

6) Increase & efforts to ensure full respect of the rights efgons belonging to minorities ¢
indigenous groups ;

7) Strengthen its ongoing efforts to reform the justsystem according to international stanc
and establish a juvenile justice system that nbt simives to punish, but rather to help juver
to reintegrate into society and provide prison guards law enforcement officials in gene!
with human rights training specifically focusing gmotection of human rights of wom
children and national minorities;

*" Promote and adopt further measures aimed at impydiie state of media freedom and
protecting the working conditions of journalistdamman rights defenders in the Country, in
order to provide more space for expressing diveis&s and opinions.
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The review of Cameroon was held at the 7th meatim§ February 2009. The delegation was head
H.E. Dr. Joseph DION NGUTE, Minister Delegate oté&iral Relations in charge of Commonwealth.
The recommendations formulated during the intevaafialogue have been examined by
Cameroon and the recommendations listed below ¢hggupport of Cameroon :

1) Adopt measures to strengthen the national humdnsrigfrastructurecontinuing its efforts 1
spread a culture of human rights and ratify, or sober to ratify, many internatior
conventions ;

2) Improve domestic legislation to fight discriminatiagainst women, promote equality betw
men and women and make all poss#fi@rts to achieve the complete elimination ofiatids o
violence against women and girls, including donuegblence;

3) Improve measures to prevent and combat the trafficlsale of children, children exploitec
the labour market and child victina§ commercial sexual exploitation, including pragiion ant
pornography ;

4) Continue its efforts to universalize free primadpeation and to ensure equal access to any
of education throughout its territory for all, watht distinction as to sex or social origins;

5) Continue its efforts to strengthen the health seg@aying particular attention to access to he
services for children and indigenous peoples ;

6) Continue to improve its policies and programmes aimls strengthening measures
mechanimis on administration of justice, investments ins@ni infrastructure, protection
detainees’ rights, in particular of detained dt@lg as well as strengthen its efforts to era€
corruption;

7) Reinforce measures to resolve the situation ofgegius peoples, particularly for the Mboro
fulany and pygmy peoples to have ownership of ttraditional lands;

8) Agree to the visit of the Special Rapporteur on pnemotion and protection of the right
freedom of opinion and expression.

(+

The review of Cuba was held at the 8th meeting on 5 Falyr2009. The delegation of Cuba !
headed by H. E. Mrs. Maria Esther Reus Gonzalenisk#r of Justice. The recommendat
formulated during the interactive dialogue and gr§oiba have been
listed below:
1) Continue its action to align, to strengthen anant@ke compatible national legislation with
international obligations in accordance with theefnational bodies ;
2) Continue its implementation of measures designefdither promote and protectehrights o
children and to intensify its efforts aimed at pding greater opportunity for higher education ;
3) Continue positive efforts to eliminate, in accordanwith international obligations a
commitments, all forms of discrimination, espegiallscrimination against vulnerable grot
especially disabled persons, and all groups that bheen historically most deprived ;
4) Strengthen national capacities to assist victingonfiestic violence ;
Continue its commitment to fulfil the right to edion and to the right to health for all
citizens ;




6) Maintain its efforts to continue ensuring respemt freedom of religion and belief for
Cubans and maintain its policy of respect and #molee for all religions witho
discrimination ;

7) Maintain its efforts for not applying death penadiyd receive theSpecial Rapporteur on t
question of torture;

8) Consider adopting a general legal framework for rilght to food, as a good practice .
reference for developing countries and receiveSihecial Rapporteur on the right to food.
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The review of Saudi Arabia was held at the 9th mgedn 6 February 2009. The delegation of S
Arabia was headed by Dr. Zaid bin Abdul MuhsinHusain. The following recommendations will
examined by Saudi Arabia which will provide respssé due time :

1) Continue with the reform process and ratify a nundfeinternational instruments to prov
full enjoyment of all human rights to its people;

2) Continue to give priority attention to the protectiof the rights of the child and ametia
Code of Criminal Practice to stipulate that onlgliinduals aged over 18 will be tried as adults;

3) Adopt all necessary measures to protect the giglitwomen, incriminate violence aga
women and conduct a resolute penal policy to conflimscourge ;

4) Abolish all legislation, measures and practices thscriminate against women, in partict
for right to education, employment, freedom of mmoeat, marriage with their free and -
consent and health ;

5) Establish oversight mechanisms to ensure the edmoim of all forms of crimination an
reform its legislation on religious freedom in ard® ensure adequate protection for
religious minorities ;

6) Develop a national strategy to include in the stisgstem at all levels appropriate measure
the field of human rights education ;

7) Continue its efforts to protect the rights of migramrkers and strengthen efforts to ensure
violations of physical abuse and discrimination migrant women who come to serve
domestic workers ;

8) Cease agplication of torture, other cruel, inhuman or defing treatment or punishment, :
corporal punishment of prisoners.

(

The review of China was held at the 11th meetin@® dfebruary 2009. The delegation of China
headed by H.E. Mr. LI Baodongymbassador and Permanent Representative of Chitleetbnite
Nations Office at Geneva. The recommendations ftated during the interactive dialogue have |
examined by China and the recommendations listemhbenjoy the support of China:
1) Continue its national efforts for the promotion gordtection of human rights;
2) Consider strengthening the positive engagement waivil society, nongovernmen
organizations and academic institutions, with anie enhancing the promotion and protec
of human rights and fundamental freedoms of itpjeep



3) Attach more importance to the protection of rigbfsthe child through national plans
economic and social development ;

4) Adopt further measures to ensure universal accelsadlth and education and other welfare
women, children, the elderly, the disabled, ethminorities, rural communities, disagivtage
families and the internal migrant population ;

5) Bridge the gap in economic and social developmetwéen rural and urban areas and ar
regions ;

6) Continue to advance the rule of law and to deepemdform of the judicial system ;

7) Guarantee the freedom of speech strengthen Intgovetrnance
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The review of Mexico was held at the 13th meetingl® February 2009. The delegation of Me
was headed by H.E. Sr. Fernando GOMEZ-MONT, Minmistelnterior. The ecommendations list
below have been examined by Mexico and enjoy thet

of Mexico :

1) Ensure concrete implementation of international dGmmghts standards at all levels, througf
adoption of policies, laws and other measureseatftdteral and state levels and through regula
consultations with key stakeholders, includingestativil society organizations and others ;

2) Take further steps to address discrimination agiapretect and provide assistance to wo
and vulnerable groups including children, minostand indigenous peoples ;

3) Continue efforts to eradicate and address case®lgince against women, domestic viole
and child abuse, ensure effective investigation@mishment of the crimes against women
children, and adopt additional measures to ensdethiey are fully protected from corpc
punishment and other forms of violence or explmtat

4) Ensure the effective access of all children to atan, in particular migrant and indigen
children, and take effective measures to combat éxelusion from the education system ;

5) Promote the implementation of the police and tlucjary reforms to ensure complains in c:i
of torture, arbitrary detention and forced disapprees

6) Continue efforts and take further steps / strengthe national programe to ensure the right
food, to health, and to education, particularly tbe vulnerable groups living in extre
poverty, including indigenous people ;

7) Take the necessary measures to prevent/prohibitshef torture / ill-treatment; in particulay b
security forces in prisons ;

8) Undertake legal reforms to ensure openness ansp@aency of the media.
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The review of Jordan was held at the 15th meetm@bFebruary 2009. The delegation of Jordar
headed by H.E. Dr. Mousa Burayzat, Dimgcof the International Relations and Organiza
Department and Director of The Human Rights Depantrat the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. T
recommendations formulated in the course of ther#ttive dialogue have been examined by Jc
and the recommendations listed below enjoy the g Jordan :
1) Continue the implementation of national policiesmed at the protection and promotior
human rights;



2) Take further steps to address discrimination agawwmmen, girls, minorities and vulnera
groups, including children and disabled people ;

3) Continue looking into the promotion of the statdismomen with a view to ense that violenc
and all sorts of discrimination against women amid gre effectively eliminated ;

4) Continue the efforts to promote women’s equalitgg ampowerment, with emphasis on promc
enhanced economic opportunities for women and aguraithe workplace and in higher decision
making posts;

5) Continue efforts in providing all with basic eduoat;

6) Pursue its efforts aimed at improving the livingnditions of persons with disabilities and the well
being and human rights protection of migrant waskercluding domestic workers ;

7) Continue to improve the legislation aimed at prahig all forms of torture and in particular,
strengthen measures to protect the rights of degain

8) Take further steps to promote an open and freespndgere jouralists may report on a fi
spectrum of political, social and economic issuébhaut fear of retribution.
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