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Mission and Overview

The mission of the Banana Fund is to provide financial support for the development of projects in the Salesian communities of Rwanda and Sudan.  It is directly affiliated with VIDES USA and VIDES International (Volunteers International for Development Education Service), an NGO founded by the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (Salesian Sisters), a Catholic order.  

The Beneficiaries

Kigali, Rwanda:  The Salesian Sisters operate both an orphanage and primary school within the same compound.  The primary school is attended by approximately 400 students and is seeking to expand by offering higher grades and better facilities.  The orphanage is home to fifty-three girls aged three to eighteen; the girls come from all areas of Rwanda.
El Obeid, Sudan: The Don Bosco Vocational Training Centre is a vocational school originally aimed to educate the poor of the local community in one of six technical trades (carpentry, plumbing, electricity, masonry, auto mechanics and machines).  Since 2004, however, the Centre has grown to accommodate an increasing number of Darfur IDPs (internally displaced persons), which the Centre removes from the camps in and around Nyala, South Darfur for one year and provides them with free education, room and board in El Obeid.  The Centre also educates, free of charge, sixty boys from the Nuba Mountains, a region in southern Sudan ravaged by twenty years of civil war, and forty poor children from El Obeid.  Their vocational education, coupled with classes in English and Arabic, exponentially increases their chances of finding life-sustaining employment, while an emphasis on peace building lays a foundation for a peaceful resolution to the conflict in Darfur.   
Khartoum, Sudan: On the outskirts of this sprawling metropolis, in a region called Shajara, the Salesian Sisters operate a centre which offers kindergarten classes, a medical dispensary and recreational site for children.  The Centre primarily serves IDPs from South Sudan who fled to Khartoum during the civil war.  The IDPs in and around Khartoum are one of the most forgotten people in the world: international attention is focused on Darfur and on the development of South Sudan, not the IDPs still struggling in Khartoum.
History

The Banana Fund was founded in September 2006 by two VIDES USA volunteers in Rwanda.  Its original purpose was to raise necessary funds to supplement the diets of children with bananas at the primary school and orphanage in Kigali.  When the volunteers were moved to El Obeid, Sudan – and because of the success of the initial fundraising campaign made possible by generous donations from friends and family – the Banana Fund’s purpose expanded to help finance a number of worthy projects in both locations.  It is a direct result of the love shown by the host communities to the volunteers and a similar love by the donors to the people of Rwanda and Sudan.
Since its founding, the Banana Fund has provided the following:
· Bananas for one year at the primary school and orphanage in Kigali

· 100 English books for El Obeid

· 17 English dictionaries for El Obeid

· 5 English/Arabic dictionaries for El Obeid

· Production and printing of 100 English textbooks for El Obeid

· Research and administration costs for the writing of a grant, which, if approved, will fund the vocational education of 200 young men from Darfur for the 2007-2008 academic year

· Partial funding for the construction of a playground in Khartoum (Shajara)

Future

A number of needs still exist, hence the continuation of the Banana Fund: 

Kigali: $5,000-$10,000

· Solar panels to provide hot water in the bathroom facilities of the orphans, as well as renovation of those same facilities


El Obeid: $5,000-$300,000

· Financial support for the education, room and board of the Darfur, Nuba and local boys

· 250 mosquito nets

· Increase the number of boys taken from Darfur for vocational training each year, at a cost of about $1500 per student

Donations

Donations can be made by (1) credit card at www.vides.us and using Pay-Pal (in the “Message to Sender” box, please write “Banana Fund”) or (2) sending a check made out to VIDES with "Banana Fund" in the subject line to: Sister Mary Gloria Mar, 5630 W. Commerce Street, San Antonio, TX 78237 USA.
VIDES USA is a 501 (c) (3) public charity.  Donations are tax-deductible.  All monies raised directly support the outlined projects and administrative costs are kept at a bare minimum.
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Matthew Putorti (VIDES Volunteer), Fr. Vincent Donati, SDB 

and Frank So (VIDES Volunteer)  in El Obeid, Sudan
Local boys in El Obeid 
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Thank you!








		Murakoze!





	 	   Shukran!








Merci!











