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In the Province of St. Thomas the Apostle, Chennai, India

VIDES Chennai is part of VIDES International, an NGO in special consultative status with the Economic and Social Council and the Department of Public Information of the United Nations.

The Province of St.Thomas the Apostle, Chennai, comprises of 35 FMA communities spread over the entire state of Tamilnadu, a place with rich culture and traditions in the southern part of India. A good number of Educational Institutions, Professional Schools, Vocational Training Centers and Non – Formal Centres are run by these houses. There are 2 Arts and Science Colleges, 1 B.ED. College, 2 Teacher Training Institutes, 10 Higher Secondary Schools, 3 High Schools, 25 Primary Schools, 13 Kindergarten Schools, 5 Pre-KG Schools, 3 Computer Centres, 13 Typing Centres, 1 Secretarial Course, 2 Community Colleges, 7 Dispensaries, 3 Leprosarium, 4 Homes for Street Children, 4 Shelder Homes and 29 Women Self  Help Groups. It is quite important that we mention this statistics here, because, our VIDES members mumbering 580, with 394 Female volunteers and 186 male volunteers, are all associated in some way or other with our Centers, inculting Students, Educators, Parents, Well-Wishers, Benefactors, and people from the neighbourhood, all eager to share their time and energy with the weaker sections of the society in and around the areas where our houses are situated. The number of Units and the Volunteers keep increasing year after year.   

	Year
	No. of Registered

	1998
	05

	1999
	05

	2000
	02

	2001
	02

	2002
	02

	2004
	02

	2005
	05

	2006
	03

	2007
	01

	Total
	27


Geographically, the state of Tamil Nadu spreads over a vast area and hence for better organization of the activities, and the animation of the volunteers, the 27 VIDES units are divited into 3 geographical Zones: the Chennai Zone which covers the northern region, the Vellore Zone which covers the western and central regian,  and the South Zone which covers the southern region. 

         There are 8 Executive Committee Members including the President, Vice – President, Treasurer, and Councilors, who plan and coordinate the activities under the guidance of a Provincial Team Member who is the delegate for VIDES Chennai, and reports periodically to the Provincial on the improvements and difficulties faced in the execution of the plans. Each VIDES Unit has a Facilitator, and an annual meeting of all the Facilitators and volunteer representatives from each unit, is held in the beginning of every year in their respective zones, to give a clear orientation with formative sessions. The action plan is drawn for the Province, the Zones and for each Unit separately. The Facilitors hold meetings in their Units once or twice a month.

The motto of VIDES Chennai is ‘Light Life’ and the icon of a lamp being lit by another lamp is the logo. Through their activities, the volunteers keep radiating the light of knowledge, awarness and service to the marginalized, and getting their cooperation in all the programmes.

The services rendered by the volunteers are all directed towards the achievement of the 8 Millennium Development Goals, taking every opportunity to make life better for the needy.

1.   To eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger 

·        Rendering Financial help to the needy

·        Promoting small savings scheme

·        Adopting villages and helping them in all aspects

·        Providing basic necessities and raising funds and clear direction on how to avail and benefit by them.

2.   To achieve Universal Primary Education

·        Running free study centres with coaching classes for the weak students

·        Free coaching in English and Computer Basics

·        Educating the drop outs and handicapped children

·        Providing free notebooks, bags and uniforms and sponsoring the education and examination fee for the poor students

·        Adopting children

·        Undertaking a survey in the villages on primary education

3.   To promote Genter Equality and empower woman 

·        Awareness programmes for women on empowerment and human rights 

·        Celebration of women’s day 

·        Monitory help for wedding 

·        Helping widows to get the pension from the government

·        Encouraging Self Help Groups, Self Employment and Income Generating programmes

·        Adul;t Education and Leadership Training for women

·        Free Tailoring classes for rural girls

·        Media Education ande Awareness on Globalization

·        Celebration of important days including National, Religious and Culture festivals.

4.To reduce Child Mortality

·        Awareness programmes for mothers on child care 

·        Awareness programmes for unwed mothers on the evil of abortion female infanticide 

5.To improve Maternal Health

·        Awareness programmes on food and nutrition

·        Assisting the elderly women

6.To ensure Environmental Sustainability

·        Visiting patients in the hospitals and in their homes

·     Services to the Blood Bank through organizing Blood Donation camps

·     Conducting free medical campas in the rural areas

·     Raising financial help for major surgeries like kindney transplant, by – pass heart surgery and brain tumors

·     Assisting the sick and providing medical aid.

·     Awareness programmes on HIV/AIDES.

·     Awarness programmes on eye donation

 7. To ensure Enviromental Sustainability

·        Encouraging appreciation of Nature through walks and meditation

·        Awarness programmes on Enviromental hazards

·        Planting trees

·        Avoiding the usage of plastic

·        Awareness on herbal medicine

·        Efforts to provide clean and safe drinking water

·        Keeping the environment clean.

·        Laying roads in villages.

8.To develop a Glopal Partnership for   

   Development

·        Italian VIDES volunteers visited our units for an exchange programme

·        Sponsorships are undertaken by VIDES volunteers from other countries.

       VIDES Chennai is always eager to extend its services further and reach out to many more people. The plans for the fulture are:

·        Stregthering the existing units with more training and formation programmes 

·        Forming new units in the 10 of 35 houses where VIDES does not exist, and if needed, additional units in houses where VIDES is already functioning.

·        Networking with other agencies, organizations and volunteer groups.

·        Initiating a tri – monthly VIDES Chennai News Letter.

·        Forming VIDES Placement cell to find suitable jobs for the unemployed

·        Forming VIDES Career Guidance Cell to give counseling for higher education

·        Organizing awareness programmes for farmers on using natural manure.

·        Promating Religious Harmony through Inter – Religious Prayers and Meetings

·        Giving awareness on value of Human Life

·        Establishing libraies in their villages

·        Encouraging pursuit of studies on the Environment to save the Planet Earth 

·        Creating an awareness on the ‘Our Earth – Our Home’ concept.

·        Celebration of the 10th Anniversary of VIDES Chennai, and

·        Raising VIDES Chennai Fund and working on a project to mark the 10th Anniversary.

Human contribution is the essential ingredient for the society. It is only in the giving of oneself to others that we truly live. We the volunteers of VIDES Chennai, are happy to illumine the lives of those whom we serve with our own little lamps, our sharing of time and energy for empowering, strenthening and supporting the weak, making them strong enough to serve others in their turn.

                     Let me light my little lamp

                            No matter how small

                      For it may be a ray of light

                   For someone through the night  

