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The Universal Periodic Reuvie
(UPR) is a mechanism of the Hun
Rights Council (HRC), created
2006 & part of reforms that occuri
within the United Nations. The ba
concept of the process is to review
192 United Nations Member Stai
This means that the human ric
situation in all countries will L
reviewed once every four years.

VIDES, as a nogevernment:
organization (NGO), has the right
submit information during the revie
of a country, detailing human rig|
abuses and recommending course
action to improve the human rig
situation within the country.

VIDES International submitted

report for consideration during th&'3

session of the Universal Perio
Review, in order to specifica
highlight the issue of child soldiers
Colombia. On Decembet0, 200€&
Colombia underwent the UPR.
anticipation of the public meeti
VIDES submitted a written repu
and also attended the review.

Inttially, it is important t
understand that there are betw

AN

During the 38 Session, which toc
place December 1 through 15, 2(
at the United Nations in Gene

Switzerland, IIMA and VIDE
representatives attended the mee
and attentively followed the coun
reports.

In this newsletter, [IMA ar
VIDES hope to provid you with
information relative to the Univers
Periodic Review and our hurr
rights work at the United Nations
Geneva, Switzerland.

11,000 and 14,000 child soldiers
Colombiatoday. In a country th
has been plagued by drug trafficki
guerilla  bands, urban  militi
paramilitary groups, FARC, EL|
forced disappearances,
personnel mines, as well as a |
homicide rate, violence has becon
way of life.  Child soliers ar
considered *“voluntary” recruits ir
this life of violence. Of course, t
recruitment of child soldie
highlights a deeper systemic

and anti



problem of the socieconomi
conditions of rural Columbiar
Recognizing that these children el
the life of a child soldier as a resul
their ciraumstances and not of th
own volition, VIDES has prompt
the Colombian government to t:
further action in this regard. C

| point is simple: children are forced

join armedgroups because the stat
incapable of providing concre
alternatives, dspite internationi
obligationsto protect the Rights
the Child.

The VIDES report stated:

After close analysis of the confli
we at Vides International believe t
children living in rural areas ¢
optiondess and the decision to ji
the armedgroup is often the on
choice they have. They are victi
and the State, in conttasvith its
International  obligationis  no
capable of protecting them and
provide appropriate legislation
help them in abandoning the arr
groups.

In order to awid the recruitment «
children into armed groups, it is -
Government’s responsibility to cre
alternative educational and cultt
programs. These programs she
promote social change and offer
alternative to childsoldiery. Nev
programs shouldlso be created f
reintegration into society in order
avoid reenlistment.

In fairness to Colombia, it w
clear that the Country is activi
engaged in serious efforts to impr
human rights conditions. Colum
submitted a State National eBort
which demonstrated transparency
enumerated many of the human ri
issues facing the Country. 1
Country’s Report was presented
Colombia’s Vice President, Franci
Santos Calderon. The hidgwvel
delegation and the fact that Colun
voluntarily submitted to be review
under the newly established U
process, demonstrates
commitment to human rights.

The main comments made
participating  countries to t
Colombian delegation concerr
violence, such as the killing of hun
rights defenders, journalists, ¢
others for political motives, forc
disappearances, child soldir
hostages, extrpdicial execution:
and internally displaced persons
to regional conflicts. A number
countries, including Chile, Austr
Hungry, and Uruguay made spec
mention of the continued recruitm
and use of children in armed confl
Colombia’s Department of Just
responded that they have initiated
prosecutions for the recruitment
minors

VIDES will continue to monitc
the situation of child soldiers
Colombia, and we pray for an enc
all forms of violence in the @intry
especially against its most innoc
and vulnerable members.



Botswana
The achievements and challenges facing the Statts iimplementationof economic, social al
cultural rights. Particular attention was paid teealth (HIV/AIDS), education, and the
possibility of ratifying the International Covenam Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
The main civil and political rights that weraised were torture (ratification of the optionabtoico
to the Convention against Torture and other Crndlyman or Degrading Treatment or Punishm
corporal punishment, the possibility of abolishthg death penalty, and prison overcrowding.
The protection of the rights of specific groups, namehildren, women, migrant workers, ¢
indigenous peoples. Moreover, the decriminalisattbrsamesex activities was recommended
some states.
The Working Group also proposed measures to ingtbe inplementation of human rights in-
State, including the establishment of a nationah&w rights institution, extension of a stant
invitation to special procedures, and internatiaelperation

Burundi
Many States welcomed the announcement that Buhaslabolished the death penalty.
Members of the Working Group encouraged the Goveninto establish its independent natit
human rights commission in accordance with thesFrinciples. The Government announced tl
expects the commission to be functioning in eall§®
Many States expressed serious concerns about éwal@nce of sexual violence, rape and
gender based violence. Several States also higbtigine continued use of torture. Members o
Working Group encouraged the Gaament to step up its efforts to investigate straimes and hol
perpetrators to account to ensure that there wild impunity
States expressed concerns about discriminatiomstgaomen, including in relation to marriage
inheritance and recommended review of relevant laws
A number of States expressed concern about reflmatsBurundi plans to criminalizzonsensui
same-sex relationa its new criminal code. The Government responthed it would give furthe
consideration to this issue
Seveal States were concerned about restrictions oad@mm of expression and association
members of the opposition, the media and civil estyci
In relation to transitional justice, members of Werking Group recommended that Burundi sh
establish without delay transitional and transpijgstice mechanisms.

Bahamas
The most significant discussion took place arourel ratification of additional international hun
rights instruments. Already in the national reptrte Bahamas had announced thdication of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political RigfiCCPR ) andhe International Covenant
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).
In its presentation, the delegation pledged to signtwo instruments before within the nextotw
weeks, an announcement that many States receivedrébly
Many  States recommended the abolition of the deatpenalty, or at
least turning the déact moratorium into a legal moratorium with a vitéevcomplete abolition. Tl
delegation reiterated previous statements that rBamasociety was in favour of retaining the death
penalty



Much emphasis was given to the human rights ohenalble groups, including children, women,
migrants and LGBT persons. In relation to childrdre permissible use of camal punishment ar
frequent cases of sexual abuse was criticised

In relation to domestic violence, members of therkifg Group also drew attention to informai
contained in the summary of information submittgdstakeholders, alleging that the Bahainas th
highest rate of reported rape, statistical daté Wes vigorously and repeatedly disputed by
delegation

Several States regretted the absence of a natmman rights institution (NHRI) and suggestec
estahlishment of siich an institin in accordance with the Paris Princir

Luxembourg

- Many States addressed prison conditions, includowgrcrowding and non-custodial
alternatives, the duration of solitary confinemehg detention and non-separation of failed
asylum seekers from regular detainees, and thertesd of minors in detention
Many States also drew on reports of gender stgoewy the participation of women in
political life, the gap in remuneration of male aetnhale workers (which the State readily
recognized placed them at 14th place in the EW), efforts to combat violence against
women
A number of States raised concern over racism, pleolmia and related intolerance, and
allegations of incitement against Arabs and Musliifiee Minister responded that he was not
aware of such incitement in Luxembourg, stressiag such acts are prohibited by law in any
case
Several States raised questions in relation touasyolicy and immigration, including the
need for the law to expressly incorporate the [piecf non-refoulement.
A number of States commended Luxembourg’'s annuatriboition of 0.7% of its gross
domestic product to international development #sce in compliance with the Millennium
Development Goals
A high number of States called for ratification afitstanding international human rights
instruments, including the Optional Protocol to tGenvention against Torture and the
Convention on Migrant Work

Barbados

Many States praised Barbados for its achievementsromoting universal education and
healthcare, as well as for the participation ofl @gciety in the preparations for the UPR

A large number of States urged Barbados to ratiéyG@onvention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishmasitwell as its Optional Protocol.
Several States also noted that torture, while aaithon Barbados’ constitution, was not
defined in its domestic legislation

Several States urged Barbados to consider therdeajwlition of the death penalty, or at
least a de jure moratorium. Barbados respondeddh#itis time, there was no mandate from
the public to eliminate the death penalty. SoméeStarged Barbados to at least reconsider
the mandatory nature of the death penalty for soninees

Some States urged Barbados to decriminalise comalessxual activity between members of
the same sex. In response, Barbados stated tlsatvés not merely a legal, but also a
socioeconomic and cultural issue and that, at stage, Barbados was not in a position to
abolish laws that criminalised such activity



Other issues raised by States included the corafyatlice officers, the need to establish a
National Human Rights Institution, extension of tansling invitation to UN special
procedures, domestic violence, the incorporatioa difinition of racial discrimination into
domestic legislation, discrimination against lesb&nd gay persons, trafficking in persons,
and corporal punishment

Barbados made a request, supported by some Stateslditional technical assistance from
the international community, particularly in theeas of UN reporting, drafting of legislation,
and human right education

Montenegro

Minority rights: there was a specific concern abth& poor social and economic conditions
of the Roma population in Montenegro. The delegatited the enactment of the National
Action Plan of Minorities as one remedy to imprake living conditions of the Roma people
Trafficking of women and children for sexual purpss States enquiries how Montenegro
was providing assistance to women and child victiihgafficking and recommended that it
increase its efforts to cooperate with neighboudagntries in this regard

Corruption and the lack of independence in thegatisystem: the delegation acknowledged
the corruption problem and reported that a placotobat corruption was currently in place
Status of refugees and internally-displaced persons their legal status. The delegation
responded that housing quarters had been builtefioigees without discrimination on the
grounds of their affiliations/membership

Israel

Treatment of Arab-Israeli and Bedouin minoritiesanmy States commented on discrimination
faced by non-Jewish citizens of Israel. The deiegatited efforts to further integrate
minorities in the civil service and promote theioaomic development

Movement restrictions in the Occupied Palestinianrifories (OPT): closures; checkpoints;
access to humanitarian aid, education, healthtegam, and electricity

Administrative detention: States enquired aboutidees' access to legal counsel and fair
trial

Expansion of settlements on Palestinian territarygd expansion of the separation barrier,
including on Palestinian land

Many States urged Israel to end its occupationabéginian territories and the Golan Heights
Several States recognised progress made by Ismagbmen's rights, rights of persons with
disabilities, and trafficking of persons

Liechtenstein
Gender equality: many States referred to gendezebdsscrimination. Liechtenstein noted
measures that were being taken to raise awarenfeshisoissue, and underlined the
Government’'s commitment to promoting equal oppatees: for women
Discrimination/Racism/Xenophobia: a number of Stateiced concerns about xenophobic
tendencies and discrimination on the basis of natgjion and nationality. The delegation set
out efforts that were being made to counter suctidecies
Establishment of a national human rights institutigNHRI): several delegations urged
Liechtenstein to establish an NHRI. Liechtenstainfcmed that there was no intention to do
S0, given the existence of relevant national meishas
Ratification of international treaties: severalt€saurged Liechtenstein to ratify a number of
international treaties, including the Optional Bowl to the Covenant on the Rights of the
Child (OPCRC) and the Convention on the RightsetBns with Disabilities (ICRPD)



Serbia

Discrimination: Many States voiced concern abostuimination against the Roma minority,
in particular with regard to acquiring documentatand access to health care, education and
employment. Many States referred to the lack okmegal anti-discrimination law in Serbia
and urged the State to take measures to eliminsterdination on the basis of gender, race,
ethnicity, disability and sexual orientation. Serlstated it has already adopted a gender
equality law and intent to pass a general antiriisnation act in 2009. Discrimination on
grounds of sexual orientation will be prohibited den the upcoming general anti-
discrimination law

Freedom of expression: Several States were cortexpeut the situation of human rights
defenders and journalists, who reportedly are stlije violence and harassment. States
recommended that Serbia adopt a national plan dtegr human rights defenders. Serbia
assured that attacks on human rights defendemionglists are denounce

Integration of minorities/refugees/returnees: SalveStates touched on the problem for
returnees and refugees retting official registratad fully reintegrating in society

Impunity: Many States urged Serbia to fight corruptand impunity by taking all measures
to investigate and prosecute all human rights timha and to fully cooperate with the
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yglavia

Many States commended Serbia for its work on rewigviiuman rights legislation and on
the establishment of an ombudsman institution amihgstry for human and minority rights.

Tuvalu

Gender discrimination: The absence of anti-diseration provisions on the basis of gender
in the Tuvaluan Constitution was frequently raisat it was recommended that measures be
taken to incorporate international standards reggrdvomen’s rights into national
legislation, especially to counter certain custgnm@actices.

Impact of climate change: Due to its specific gepgical situation, many States and the
Tuvaluan Government itself expressed concern attwuimplication of climate change on
basic human rights such as right to food, watezlteshand life.

Ratification of human rights treaties: As partyoldy CEDAW and CRC, Tuvalu was urged
by many States to sign and ratify international honrights treaties including the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Righand the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

The need for a human rights institution was reconued by many States. The delegation

was receptive to the idea, although it noted thaigégonal instrument may be more effective,

and that this was already under consideration.

Limited capacity: Many States recognized the difies faced by Tuvalu as a small island
State and its physical limitation in meeting interanal obligations. Tuvalu openly asked the
international community for technical expertise @sdistance in various areas, and a number
of States expressed their intention to offer asscs.

Uzbekistan

Torture and arbitrary detention: Many States wexteeenely concerned about the reports of
arbitrary detention and of the extensive use teriardetention centres by police officials.

Uzbekistan was urged to criminalise torture in Renal Code, not accept confessions
acquired by torture in courts, fight impunity by kimay sure that allegations of torture are
properly investigated, and strengthen its coopamatwith humanitarian organisations

allowing them access to detention centres and giso

Freedom of expression and assembly: Several Stedes extremely concerned about the
situation for human rights defenders and journglisho are reportedly subjected to



intimidations and arbitrary detentions. Many Sfaterged Uzbekistan to amend the
legislation with regard to terror legislation, whigs reportedly used to harass NGOs and
religious communities. In general, Uzbekistan waguested to reform its legislation and
simplify the registration procedure for NGOs ankibreus communities.

United Nations Special Procedures: Many Statesmetended that Uzbekistan extend an
open invitation to visits from all Special Proceesir

Many States commended Uzbekistan for its legisateform in recent years, especially the
introduction of Habeas Corpus and the abolishmetiteodeath penalty.

Turkmenistan

A number of delegations welcomed the unanimoussdetiby the People’s Council to adopt
the new Constitution, providing for the clear sepian of powers between the executive and
legislature and the establishment of an inter-rtenigl commission on treaty body reporting.
Many countries expressed serious concerns abouatkeof independence of the judiciary
and the corruption and recommended adopting aksszgy measures to liberalize and the
media and ensure pluralism in order to promotduhexercise of freedom of the press.

A number of countries noted that a range of woménisan rights issues are still of great
concern, such as the practice of arranged marriagedence against women or
discrimination against divorced women, and theyomemended actions to improve the
situation and better protect victims of these pecastand adopt all necessary laws to ensure
women’s access to justice and to enhance theireangas of their rights through legal literacy
programmes and legal assistance.

Many countries underlined the existence of disaration against women and enquired
measures, to increase the participation of womegeaision making process, to increase the
proportion of women receiving secondary educatiod 8 encourage women to engage in
professions which are presently generally held eyp.m

A large number of States urged Turkmenistan to sfgpneasures to combat all forms of
human trafficking, to strengthen its policy on firevention of combat of child labour and to
provide education for all without discrimination d¢ime full guarantee on the rights of the
child.



Cape Verde

Many states welcomed the legislative reforms edfdd reinforce the role of women in

Development Goals, in particular in terms of unsarprimary education and to improve
children’s rights.

Many countries urged the adoption of measuresnm With the Committee on the Rights of
the Child to assist and protect street childrenparticular to combat child prostitution and
sexual violence against children.

Several countries enhance efforts to combat humedficking measures, to promote the
creation of places where women who were victimdarhestic violence could seek help and
care.

The State was encouraged to develop a nationaégyran human rights education in the
school system at all levels; to consider strengtigeprogrammes to combat and prevent
HIV/AIDS, with special attention to women children.

Burkina Faso

Many States noted a positive number of achievemanBirkina Faso, for example, within
freedom of religion, the rights of minorities, thghts of women and children, promoting the
role of women, the steps to provide education, toedestablishment of a national ethics
committee, to name a few.

Issues addressed from the other States includeaddhetry's access to justice, the penal
system, the treatment of detainees, torture ofopess, along with the conditions of the
prisons. Also discussed were measures that areedetx be taken to ensure humane
treatment of minors and appropriate detention eentgtates encouraged Burkina Faso to
ratify the second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR;ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture; to invite the Speciapporteur on torture to make a visit to the
country; to take additional steps to ensure theepeddence of the judiciary and improve
access to the justice system.

The human rights issues regarding children: Statddressed child trafficking and the
exploitation of children as well as child labor. €llperceived discrimination towards
educational opportunities for girls, children witlsabilities, children in rural areas, and
children raised out of wedlock were discussed. dswecommended that Burkina Faso
increase access to education and health carekeoathnecessary measures to ensure that
employment of children did not interfere with theght to education, and to pursue efforts to
combat discrimination based on customary and toawdit practices.

Gender discrimination: Violence against women, ggnnutilation, discrimination against
women, and domestic violence against women wereeadéd. Increasing the legal minimum
age of marriage and addressing polygamy was atsom@ended by the States.

Freedom of the press and intimidation of journalisias questioned, it was recommended
that the State protect journalists who had beerinvic of intimidation and bring the
perpetrators before the courts.



United

Arab Emirates
The protection of the rights of specific groupsmedy children, women, migrant workers.

Moreover, the freedom of expression, freedom ofghess, and freedom of religion were

recommended by some states.

In relation to children, several States raised eamwver exploitation of children, and a
number of them also drew attention to informationtained in the summary of information
submitted by stakeholders, reporting human traitfigichildren. The Minister responded that,
up to now, many resources have been invested éarriinsertion and rehabilitation.

A high number of States expressed concerns abaarimiination against women and
violations of rights of women, often involving imafficking of human beings. The UAE

delegation responded that probably there was andéstanding about the role of women in
United Arab Emirates: women are not excluded otcatian and political life.

States called for ratification of international @oant on Civil and Political Rights.

% ! !




' 1))0&)
19% )12
2 %, &

! 0 *i1
23 45

%3
66.%,,78.%8*.

043
66.*,,78./,6*

5'3




