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The Human Rights Council’s 
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
Working Group concluded its 5th

session after having reviewed the 
fulfillment of human rights 
obligations in 16 States and drafting 
reports for each State review. The 
fifth group of States to be reviewed 
under the Universal Periodic Review 
were (in order of review): the Central 
African Republic, Monaco, Belize, 
Chad, Congo, Malta, New Zealand, 
Afghanistan,      Chile,        Viet Nam, 
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The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a unique process which involves a 
review of the human rights records of all 192 UN Member States once every four 
years. The UPR is a State-driven process, under the auspices of the Human Rights 
Council, which provides the opportunity for each State to declare what actions 
they have taken to improve the human rights situations in their countries and to 
fulfill their human rights obligations. The UPR was created through the UN 
General Assembly on 15 March 2006 by resolution 60/251, which established the 
Human Rights Council itself. It is a cooperative process which, by 2011, will 
have reviewed the human rights records of every� country. Currently, no other 
universal�mechanism of this kind exists.�The UPR is one of the key elements of 
the new Council which reminds States of their responsibility to fully respect and 
implement all human rights and fundamental freedoms. The ultimate aim of this 
new mechanism is to improve the human rights situation in all countries and 
address human rights violations wherever they occur. 
The documentation provided by the UPR process consists of : a National report, 
presented by the State under review; a summary report edited by the OHCHR; 
and a report drawn by other stakeholders, such as NGOs and members of Civil 
Society. 
Additional information on the Universal Periodic Review mechanism, including 
the reports for each country review can be located at the Universal Periodic 
Review webpage on the OHCHR website: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx 
 

�

���	
���
����������� �

Uruguay, Yemen, Vanuatu, the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Comoros and Slovakia. 
During the two-week session, which 
ran from Monday 4 May to Friday 15 
May 2009 and took place at the 
United Nations Office in Geneva, 
IIMA and VIDES Representatives 
attended the meetings and reported 
about some of the most interesting of 
them. The following is a summary of 
the review. 
�
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The review of Chad was held on May 5th, 2009, during which 49 Council 
members and observers raised a number of issues pertaining to the human 
rights situation in the country. The Chad delegation was headed by H.E. Mr. 
A. Djasnabaille, Minister in charge of Human Rights and Promotion of 
Freedom. In his presentation, he described the historical and institutional 
background of his country. Particularly, turning to the crisis in Darfur, he 
noted that the inter-community conflicts between members of Sudanese 
government-backed militias, known as “Janjaweed”, resulted in new serious 
human rights violations including the forced displacement, the conscription of 
minors in armed conflict and the rape of women. Those violations, committed 
by all belligerent parties, dramatically increased in refugee and IDPs camps in 
the border area of Darfur (Chad’s north-east). In this regard, the Government 

established a Commission of Inquiry, which handed down its conclusions and served as a basis for a subsequent judicial 
inquiry which established a technical committee to follow up on the recommendations of the Commission.   
With regard to the domestic policy, Mr. A. Djasnabaille addressed some issues, such as the right to education and non 
discrimination against women.  Despite the fact that access to education is a priority for the Government and primary 
schooling is free and compulsory, there is a lack of infrastructure to support this. Secondary education is also free, 
however illiteracy rates remain high. A number of new educational institutions were established, although there was a 
shortage of staff to maintain them. The right to education and training was provided to all without discrimination of any 
kind. As regards women, it was noted that discrimination against women had been seen at various levels. Since 1990, 
Chad began to afford more rights for women and important measures had been taken to strengthen the rights of women. 
A programme to assist children had also been set up, following the ratification by Chad of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child.  
In conclusion, the head of delegation said his country had always remained faithful to its international commitments and 
the Government had responded favorably to extending a standing invitation to the United Nations Special Procedures and 
would do so in the near future.  

During the interactive dialogue State Representatives noted a number of positive achievements of the State under 
review. These included the agreement entered into with UNICEF to demobilize child soldiers and take steps taken to end 
the recruitment of child soldiers; steps taken to prevent, prohibit and protect children for all acts of torture; assistance 
rendered to refugees and, in particular, the deployment of 850 Chadian community police to refugee camps; and the 
determination of the Government to maintain the rule of law. 
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to Chad: 

-  to ratify the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, the Convention on 
Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances, the Convention of the Rights of Migrant Workers and All Members 
of Their Families, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 

-  to sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture; 
-  to respect human rights of the IDPs and refugees and to take into account the new guidelines by UNHCR in that 

regard;  
-  to undertake more effective measures to improve the situation of women and girls, in particular those living in 

the conflict and refugee areas; 
-  To set up an action plan to prevent the illegal recruitment of children into its armed forces; 
-  to redouble efforts to demobilize child soldiers and to put an end to the recruitment of child soldiers by Chadian 

army and other armed groups;  
-  to establish a minimum age of 18 for the legal age to serve in the armed forces;  
-  to continue with efforts to ensure the education of all children and take necessary steps to improve the education 

system; 
-  to adopt concrete measures to ensure protection of journalists and human rights defenders against intimidation, 

death threats and enforced disappearances; 
-  to combat all forms of impunity and corruption, in particular in order to ensure that those responsible for attacks, 

violations and crimes against humanitarian workers, human rights defenders and journalists were effectively 
investigated and prosecuted; 

-  to provide a specific Human rights Training for the police, State officials and Chadian army forces; 
-  to undertake more effective measures to end the practice of female genital mutilations. 

�
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Comments on the Review of Chad referred to the fact that Chad has been affected by the Darfur crisis, which began in 
2003. As the Chad delegate reminded, the implementation of the country’s commitments with respect to human rights is 
not an simple task. By now, a “culture of violence” rooted in Chadian society generating a spiral of death and 
destruction: on the   one     hand,   the         involvement         of       armed    forces   is     made    necessary   by   
defending       territorial  
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sovereignty against Sudanese government-backed militias attacks; on the other hand, those armed groups are often 
culpable of serious and widespread crimes against civilians, especially women and children.  
In Contrast, no other State Representatives clearly refer to Sudanese involvement: nobody. Only the Chad delegate 
explicitly mentioned the word “Darfur”. Was it a political choice? Was it a form of courtesy towards the two States, 
Chad and Sudan, involved in those delicate questions? 
At any rate, it was surprising that the Sudan Representative was absent during the meeting, showing that the Sudanese 
Government was not at all interested in what the international Hall was saying. 
Equally, it is debatable that the Chad Representative excluded any implication of his Government in what happens over 
the Sudanese border. Indeed, it is widely known that Chadian Government supports the rebel group in Darfur against 
Khartoum. As often happens, States implicated in armed conflicts are rarely devoid of any responsibility.         
�
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During the Universal Periodic Review on 6th May, 2009, Mr. Paul Mbot, Minister of Public Order and Security, 
presented the National Report of the Republic of Congo. First of all, the Minister noted that on April 30th of this year the 
National Assembly of the Republic of Congo adopted a Bill on the protection of the child, and that schooling was 
compulsory and free. On education for girls, it was noted that the figures for boys and girls was equal and that the 
Government held as a priority the promotion and protection of the rights of the young girl. The status of the Congolese 
woman was changing and changing for the better. Moreover, a law was being prepared to address violence against 
women. The Issues and questions raised by the Working Group and Observers 
participating in the interactive discussion, among other things, related: 
 

·  To take all the necessary measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination 
against women, particularly with regards to property rights, inheritance and 
participation in political life; 

·  To take all measures to combat child labour; 
·  To adopt laws to prohibit female genital mutilation. 

 
A number of delegations also posed specific recommendations: 

·  to continue efforts to uphold the right of the child, particularly in the area of 
education 

·  to adopt measures to prevent the exploitations of children and child trafficking 
·  to incorporate human rights in school curricula. 
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During the Universal Periodic Review on May 6th, 2009, Mr. Peter Grech, Deputy Attorney General, presented the 
National Report of Malta. First of all, the Deputy Attorney said that in Malta the commitment to Human Rights was 
embedded in the fundamental values of Maltese society: for example, Malta had one of the lowest gender pay gaps 
worldwide and, with respect to the protection of children, the Commissioner for Children was appointed by virtue of the 
Commissioner for Children Act enacted in December 2003. According to Mr. Grech, the thorny problem for Malta is 
linked with the irregular immigrants. The number of irregular immigrants arriving by 
boat in Malta between 1998 and 2008 tallied to over 12,000, and the endless flow of 
irregular immigrants has stretched the financial and human resources of the island to its 
maximum capacity. It was obvious that a small country like Malta cannot continue to 
shoulder the situation which has now become untenable. Issues and questions raised 
by the Working Group related, among other things:  

-  To continue the policy in defence of the right to life and in defence of the 
family;  

-  To combat human trafficking; 
-  To start training programmes for armed forces staff and all relevant groups 

working with children. 
 
A number of delegations also posed specific recommendations: 

-  To continue to run campaigns to underline the importance of women’s participation in political life; 
-  To continue to strengthen the ongoing efforts to combat all sorts of violence against women; 
-  To prohibit any kind of corporal punishment of children; 
-  To ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child 

prostitution and child pornography. 
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The review of Viet Nam was held on May 8th, 2009, during which 60 Council 
members and observers raised a number of issues pertaining to the human rights 
situation in the country. The delegation of the Viet Nam was headed by H.E. Mr. 
PHAM BINH MINH, First Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, who presented the 
national report. 
During the interactive dialogue, delegations noted a number of positive 
achievements of the State under review. Several States applauded Viet Nam for 
its successful poverty reduction strategy and the progress made in socio-economic 
development. A number of States asked for sharing best practices experienced by 
Viet Nam in such a field.  
Nevertheless, serious concerns remained about several issues raised by the 
Working Group during the interactive dialogue, such as: freedom of expression 
and media freedom, including on the internet; freedom of religion; torture and ill-
treatment, especially with regard to detainees. 
In particular, a legal vacuum has been noted in the domestic legal framework with regard to the aforementioned issues.  
Furthermore, much emphasis has been given to ethnic groups’ human rights situation: some States suggested specific 
measures being considered to ensure and enhance socio-cultural harmony among various ethnic and religious minorities; 
A number of delegations also posed specific recommendations. These, among other things, included:  

-  to continue to implement the poverty re-education strategy to further lower the rate of poverty; 
-  to further develop partnerships with the international community to assist developing countries to advance their 

economic and social rights;  
-  to increase the use of ethnic languages;  
-  to develop a national strategy to include appropriate measures in the field of human rights education in the 

school system at all levels;  
-  to continue to help ethnic groups to raise awareness about their rights in order to improve their quality of living;  
-  to continue to advance the human rights of vulnerable people;  
-  to continue to improve the living conditions of disabled persons;  
-  to consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention of the Rights 

of Migrant Workers and All Members of Their Families; 
-  to strengthen efforts to fight against corruption; 
-  to increase the independence of media from the State. 

 
��"��  �""����0  During this UPR, the Viet Nam delegation showed itself as having seriously assumed its 
commitments. Although Viet Nam has made significant progress in the protection and implementation of human rights, 
as remarked by a considerable number of States, it has to be noted that much more rests to be accomplished, as proven by 
the fact that Government delegation clearly denied any existing restrictions on media freedom and freedom of expression 
in his country.            
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The review of Chad was held on May 11th, 2009, during which 49 Council members 
and observers raised a number of issues pertaining to the human rights situation in the 
country. The delegation of Chad was headed by H.E. Ms. HUDA ALI ALBAN, 
Minister for Human Rights of Yemen.  
Presenting the national report, she affirmed that “democracy and human rights in the 
Republic of Yemen have become a behavior and a way of life. If some negative 
aspects emerge in practice and application, they are normal symptoms experienced by 
the countries of emerging democracies”. She also underlined Yemen’s firm belief that 
“democracy and human rights constitute an integrated system”, as proven by the fact 
that Yemen ratified more than 56 international conventions and instruments in a short 
period of time. 
The head of delegation provided responses to a series of questions submitted in 
advance and then offered suggestions again during the interactive dialogue by some 
States.  

Several issues and questions were raised by the Working Group, related to women’s rights, including violence and 
discrimination against women, the practice of female genital mutilations and forced marriages, access to education, and 
the phenomenon of “sex tourism”. Additionally, other reasons of concern pertain to freedom of expression, minorities’ 
rights, the application of the death penalty, particularly by stoning, executions of minors, torture, ill-treatment and 
physical punishments against children and detainers, and the effectiveness of the judicial system. 
The delegation of Yemen responded to several questions and issues raised. With regard to freedom of expression and of 
the press, Yemen’s delegation affirmed that such freedoms are perfectly protected by the Constitution and no restrictions 
exist especially concerning media. Equally, rights of minorities are guaranteed by law.  
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With regards to the judiciary, all trials are conducted in accordance with constitutional and legal procedures, and are  
based on principles, the most important of which maintains that the accused is innocent until proven guilty. The 
extrajudicial, arbitrary, summary or unjust execution is unlikely to happen. Moreover, the judiciary does not approve the 
death penalty  
except in the most serious crimes intending to minimize executions. As far as it concerns executions of children, 
Yemen’s delegation clearly affirmed that such punishment indeed does not exist: the Yemeni Penal Code defines the age 
of full criminal responsibility by 18 years at the time the perpetrator commits the crime. 
Concerning prisoners, Yemeni Representatives noted that all persons in detention are fully protected. 
With regard to violations of women’s rights, Yemen’s Government has taken a number of actions to address 
discrimination and violence against women and in particular the so-called “tourist marriage”: the adoption of the age of 
17 as the minimum marriage age has made the marriage of minor girls to a Yemeni or non-Yemeni a crime subjecting its 
perpetrator to legal penalty. With regards to the issue of the persecution of religious minorities in Yemen, the national 
delegation affirmed that such reports are not correct.  
During the three-hour interactive discussion, delegations noted a number of positive achievements of the State under 
review. These included, among other things: the establishment of a Ministry for Human Rights; the decision to set up a 
national human rights institution in compliance with the Paris Principles; the ratification of the Rome Statute on the 
International Criminal Court; the establishment of the Higher Council for Women; accession to the main international 
human rights instruments; the reduction in the infant mortality rate. 
A number of delegations also posed specific recommendations. These included:   to become a party to the Optional 
Protocol of Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women; to ensure the full implementation of the 
recently formulated National Action Plan for the eradication of female genital mutilation from Yemen; to redouble 
advocacy efforts to enhance public awareness on gender equality and women’s role in social and economic development; 
Yemen was also encouraged to prohibit any practice of forced early marriage of young girls, including "tourist" or 
temporary marriages; to prevent and combat all acts of smuggling children; to finalize legislative measures that 
determined the minimum age of marriage at 17 as adopted by Yemen’s House of Representatives; to stop the sentencing 
of children to any form of physical punishment; to abolish corporal punishment; to continue efforts to combat poverty; to 
enhance education opportunities in rural areas; to continue to improve the health welfare system; to adopt more effective 
policies and programs to combat unemployment, particularly among women and youth; to restrict the use of the death 
penalty and reduce the number of offences for which it can be imposed; to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention 
against Torture; to take measures to end the practice of incommunicado detention; to improve prison conditions; to allow 
access to prisons and detention centers to Yemeni and international human rights organizations, in particular the ICRC; 
to raise the age of criminal responsibility; to ensure that the standards to a fair trial were guaranteed under all 
circumstances; to ensure compliance with obligations with the Convention on the Rights of the Child not to carry out the 
death penalty on minors; to install a moratorium on the death penalty with a view to abolishing the death penalty. 
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UNCTAD’s first Public 
Symposium, held 18 and 19 May 
2009 in Geneva, highlighted the 
“human face” of the global 
economic crisis and provided a 
platform for civil society 
organizations to voice their concerns 
and offer ideas firmly anchored in 
grassroots realities.  
More than 360 representatives from 
civil society, the private sector, 
labour organizations, academia and 
research institutes, as well as 
parliamentarians and member States, 
joined UNCTAD, the International 
Labour Organization (ILO)� and the 
United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs 

(DESA) to� discuss the impacts of�
the crisis, the responses, and ways 
forward. Focusing on this point, 
during the UNCTAD’s Public 
Symposium the participants 
highlighted: the necessity to offer a 
debt moratorium to vulnerable 
nations affected by crisis-induced 
exchange rate movements; the 
fundamental role of the Civil 
Society as “controller” of the 
international economic and 
financial system; the deep link 
between the promotion and 
protection of Human Rights and the 
necessity to find good solutions to 
the international crisis.�������
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On May 12th, the President of the 
General Assembly,  Mr. Miguel 
d’Escoto Brockmann, presented to 
NGO representatives the outcome 
document draft by the General 
Assembly in order to re-orientate the 
international economic politics, after 
the economic and financial crisis that 
recently struck the world.  
Mr. d’Escoto pointed out that the 
aforementioned document is not 
comprehensive for all instances that 
should have been represented therein, 
and yet it constitutes an important 
achievement, almost “a miracle” – as 
he defined it - considering the very 
short time available for its drafting. 
The presentation of the outcome 
document will take place during the 
first days of June, but the danger, 
clearly brought out by the President, 
is that it could be� for the umpteenth 
time a meeting between “donor” and 
“beggar” countries. Indeed, this is not 
the case. Given the� “western origin” 
of the crisis, the usual dichotomy
between developed countries 
“helping” poor countries has no 
reason to exist.  Yet the risk remains 
topical.  
In this regard, Mr. d’Escoto stressed, 
instead, how the positive outcome of 
this delicate time for world economy 
should rather consist in the 
establishment of a new holistic, all-
comprehensive and multidisciplinary 
approach, aiming at assuring that 
such situations will never repeat. “We 
cannot continue to take decisions 
without the participation of those 
who will pay the consequences of our 
decisions” – Mr. d’Escoto firmly 
claimed. From now on, there must be 
a strong and categorical commitment 
in guaranteeing the involvement of all 
actors in the decision-making 
process, he added.  
Furthermore, the President drew the 
attention on the� ethical dimension 
assumed by this crisis which other 
than marking a failure of the 

economic and financial� world, has
especially revealed a social and value 
crisis. On the other hand, it entails 
bringing about a careful consideration 
of opportunities that the current crisis 
opens to the international 
community. In fact, it represents an 
occasion to build a new global 
economy which will take into 
account human rights; a precious 
chance to re-orientate the investments 
and world economical resources. In 
particular, the safeguard of the 
environment plays an important role 
in this new approach to the 
management of resources, insofar as 
“we certainly have the responsibility 
of safeguarding our mother earth”, as 
one of  President’s collaborators 
said. In concluding, the President 
expressed his firm intention of 
making this document a success, i.e., 
a text that will really allow the 
achievement of the prefixed goals and 
therefore the realization of the 
challenges offered by this difficult 
economic junction. The spirit that 
animates the action of the President is 
based on the firm belief in human 
beings’ fraternity. “The most true
thing today is that we are all brothers 
and sisters”- he said fervently, not 
leaving any doubt on his sincerity in 
pronouncing the words. The 
objectives proposed could be 
followed only if every State resists 
the temptation of closing itself up in a 
protectionist attitude, committing 
itself to a collective effort being 
capable of� improving the fate of the 
global economy. 
In the fulfillment of this task, Mr. 
D’Escoto claimed that there is a 
“desperate need of NGOs, of their 
capacity of raising awareness and 
mobilizing support on this 
issue”. The involvement of Civil 
Society is an essential and 
irreplaceable contribution in 
restructuring and re-orientating� the 
international economic politics.  
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On the occasion of the 11th session of the Human Rights Council, the 
permanent representative of IIMA, in collaboration with VIDES International, 
has planned a new training course, entitled “Right to Education in urgency 
situations in Latin America”. The course, adressed to 4 Sisters coming from 
Latin America will be held from May 30th to June 18th, in Geneva.  
The four participants come form three different countries. Sr. Rosa Silvia 
Sidasmed from Argentina is coordinator of a project addressed to children and 
youth at risk; Sr. Teresa Burgues Fernandez from Paraguay is Director of the 
House for young girls at risk “Tesape Pora” in Villarrica since 2001; Sr. 
Alejandra Garrido Maya from Mexico is responsible for young volunteers in 
Mexico; and Sr. Rosalba Cervantes Araoz is responsible for the Morelia 
Centre for young street girls. 
The goal of this training course is to share experiences and confront the major 
roads ahead in these particular and difficult situations, where unfortunnately, 
the right to education becomes the first real victim.   
Participants in the course will attend some sessions of training on UN 
mechanisms and will be special guests on the occasion of a public Side Event 
that will be held on  June 10th at the Palais des Nations at the United Nations 
Office of Geneva. During the Side Event, dignitaries and State Rapresentatives 
will be present as speakers and participants.  
�
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A new Blog for 
IIMA Human 
Rights Office  
If you are interested 
in receiving more 
information you can 
consult our new 
Blog: 
http://dirittiumanifm
a.blogspot.com/  
On the Blog you can 
find also information 
on IIMA activities 
relating to UN 
meetings, leave 
comments and 
interact with us. 
Come to visit us!  

The Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the body of independent 
experts that monitors implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child by its State parties. It also monitors implementation of two optional 
protocols to the Convention, on involvement of children in armed conflict and 
on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. All States 
parties are obliged to submit regular reports to the Committee on how the rights 
are being implemented. States must report initially two years after acceding to 
the Convention and then every five years. The Committee examines each report 
and addresses its concerns and recommendations to the State party in the form 
of “concluding observations”. The Committee reviews additional reports which 
must be submitted by States who have acceded to the two Optional Protocols to 
the Convention. The Committee also publishes its interpretation of the content 
of human rights provisions, known as general comments on thematic issues and 
organizes days of general discussion. The Committee meets in Geneva and 
normally holds three sessions per year consisting of a three-week plenary and a 
one-week pre-sessional working group. On this month of May the 51st  Session 
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child is being held in Geneva during 
which 10 States are reviewed. �


