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The Human Rights Counci Uruguay, Yemen, Vanuatu, the
Universal Periodic Review (UP Former Yugoslav Republic of
Working Group concluded its ™5 Macedonia, Comoros and Slovakia.

DU session after having reviewed  During the two-week session, which
/3)81 i _S& fulfillment  of  human  right ranfrom Monday 4 May to Friday 15
Siiedh 2 ( ) obligations in 16 States and draft May 2009 and took place at the

reports for each State reviewhe United Nations Office in Geneva,
fifth group of States to be review IIMA and VIDES Representatives
' (../ S ( under the Universal Periodic Revi attended the meetings and reported
" were(in order of review): the Centi about some of the most interesting of
R African Republic, Monaco, Beliz them. The following is a summary of
#) (& Chad, Congo, Malta, New Zeala the review.
- & Afghanistan,  Chile, Viet Nan
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The review of Chad was held on Maf}, 2009, during which 49 Council
members and observers raised a number of issuéasniey to the human
rights situation in the country. The Chad delegatias headed by H.E. Mr.
A. Djasnabaille, Minister in charge of Human Rigtded Promotion of
Freedom. In his presentation, he described theoriial and institutional
background of his country. Particularly, turningttee crisis in Darfur, he
noted that the inter-community conflicts betweenmbers of Sudanese
| government-backed militias, known a¥ahjaweet, resulted in new serious
/ x> human rights violations including the forced diggment, the conscription of
/«,«"‘ ) AN J\ / minors in armed conflict and the rape of women. Seheiolations, committed
Co, AN S by all belligerent parties, dramatically increagedefugee and IDPs camps in
D s 7 the border area of Darfur (Chad’s north-east) his tegard, the Government
established a Commission of Inquiry, which handedrits conclusions and served as a basis for sesutent judicial
inquiry which established a technical committeéottow up on the recommendations of the Commission.
With regard to the domestic policy, Mr. A. Djasnileaaddressed some issues, such as the rightucaédn and non
discrimination against women. Despite the fact tess to education is a priority for the Govesntand primary
schooling is free and compulsory, there is a latknfrastructure to support this. Secondary educais also free,
however illiteracy rates remain high. A number efineducational institutions were established, alifiothere was a
shortage of staff to maintain them. The right ta@tion and training was provided to all withousatimination of any
kind. As regards women, it was noted that discration against women had been seen at various leS&ise 1990,
Chad began to afford more rights for women and mgmd measures had been taken to strengthen thies o§ women.
A programme to assist children had also been sebiipwing the ratification by Chad of the Conviemt on the Rights
of the Child.
In conclusion, the head of delegation said his tgumad always remained faithful to its internaabonommitments and
the Government had responded favorably to exteralistganding invitation to the United Nations SpeRimcedures and
would do so in the near future.

During the interactive dialogue State Represergativoted a number gbsitive achievementsof the State under
review. These included the agreement entered iittoWNICEF to demobilize child soldiers and takepst taken to end
the recruitment of child soldiers; steps taken tevpnt, prohibit and protect children for all aofstorture; assistance
rendered to refugees and, in particular, the depémt of 850 Chadian community police to refugee gsnand the
determination of the Government to maintain the nfllaw.

In the course of the discussion, the followregommendationswere made to Chad:

- to ratify the Convention on the Prevention and Blumient of the Crime of Genocide, the Convention on
Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances, the Cdiorenf the Rights of Migrant Workers and All Menmbe
of Their Families, and the Convention on the RigiitRersons with Disabilities;

- to sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the @amtion against Torture;

- to respect human rights of the IDPs and refugedg@itake into account the new guidelines by UNHEEhat
regard;

- to undertake more effective measures to improvesitiation of women and girls, in particular thdiseng in
the conflict and refugee areas;

- To set up an action plan to prevent the illegatuigment of children into its armed forces;

- to redouble efforts to demobilize child soldiersida put an end to the recruitment of child solsliey Chadian
army and other armed groups;

- to establish a minimum age of 18 for the legal taggerve in the armed forces;

- to continue with efforts to ensure the educatioalb€hildren and take necessary steps to impriogestiucation
system;

- to adopt concrete measures to ensure protectippunfalists and human rights defenders againghidttion,
death threats and enforced disappearances;

- to combat all forms of impunity and corruption,particular in order to ensure that those respoadin attacks,
violations and crimes against humanitarian workbargnan rights defenders and journalists were évielgt
investigated and prosecuted;

- to provide a specific Human rights Training for fhaice, State officials and Chadian army forces;

- to undertake more effective measures to end thatipeaof female genital mutilations.

0
Comments on the Review of Chad referred to thetfaatt Chad has been affected by the Darfur crigisch began in
2003. As the Chad delegate reminded, the implertientaf the country’s commitments with respect tortan rights is
not an simple task. By now, a “culture of violencejoted in Chadian society generating a spiral eftid and
destruction: on the one hand, the nvolvement of armed forces ismade necessary by
defending territorial




sovereignty against Sudanese government-backediasikittacks; on the other hand, those armed graupsoften
culpable of serious and widespread crimes agaiviitos, especially women and children.

In Contrast, no other State Representatives claaflyr to Sudanese involvement: nobody. Only thedCHelegate
explicitly mentioned the word “Darfur”. Was it a lgal choice? Was it a form of courtesy towartie two States,
Chad and Sudan, involved in those delicate ques?ion

At any rate, it was surprising that the Sudan Regmtative was absent during the meeting, showiagttie Sudanese
Government was not at all interested in what theriational Hall was saying.

Equally, it is debatable that the Chad Represemtatkcluded any implication of his Government inaivhappens over
the Sudanese border. Indeed, it is widely known @tzadian Government supports the rebel group irfubagainst
Khartoum. As often happens, States implicated imear conflicts are rarely devoid of any respongipili
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During the Universal Periodic Review off' 8ay, 2009, Mr. Paul Mbot, Minister of Public Ordend Security,
presented the National Report of the Republic afigoo First of all, the Minister noted that on AB0" of this year the
National Assembly of the Republic of Congo adopse®ill on the protection of the child, and that soling was
compulsory and free. On education for girls, it weted that the figures for boys and girls was equl that the
Government held as a priority the promotion andequiion of the rights of the young girl. The statiighe Congolese
woman was changing and changing for the better.eb\ar, a law was being prepared to address violegegnst
women. Thelssues and questions raisedy the Working Group and Observers
participating in the interactive discussion, ametiter things, related: AEROON

To take all the necessary measures to eliminatéoaths of discrimination |«
against women, particularly with regards to propetghts, inheritance and
participation in political life;

To take all measures to combat child labour;

To adopt laws to prohibit female genital mutilation
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A number of delegations also posed specdmommendations
- to continue efforts to uphold the right of the dhiparticularly in the area of
education
to adopt measures to prevent the exploitationiddren and child trafficking
to incorporate human rights in school curricula.
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During the Universal Periodic Review on Ma, 2009, Mr. Peter Grech, Deputy Attorney Generakspnted the
National Report of Malta. First of all, the Deputytorney said that in Malta the commitment to HunRights was
embedded in the fundamental values of Maltese soder example, Malta had one of the lowest gengay gaps
worldwide and, with respect to the protection ofdiien, the Commissioner for Children was appoirttgdsirtue of the
Commissioner for Children Act enacted in Decemb@®3 According to Mr. Grech, the thorny problem fdalta is
linked with the irregular immigrants. The numberiwégular immigrants arriving by,
boat in Malta between 1998 and 2008 tallied to dv&000, and the endless flow d ¢ ..,
irregular immigrants has stretched the financial haman resources of the island to i| -, ‘rasa
maximum capacity. It was obvious that a small coufike Malta cannot continue tg h
shoulder the situation which has now become untendsues and questions raised
by the Working Group related, among other things:
- To continue the policy in defence of the right tie land in defence of the
family;
- To combat human trafficking;
- To start training programmes for armed forces staidl all relevant groups
working with children. g
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A number of delegations also posed specdmommendations
- To continue to run campaigns to underline the irtgrare of women'’s participation in political life;
- To continue to strengthen the ongoing efforts tmloat all sorts of violence against women;
- To prohibit any kind of corporal punishment of cinén;
- To ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention &ights of the Child on the sale of children, @hil
prostitution and child pornography.



The review of Viet Nam was held on May',8009, during which 60 Council { -3 V'Efg_‘;“ 0 il
members and observers raised a number of issutsniey to the human rights_f{l Y

situation in the country. The delegation of thetVilam was headed by H.E. Mr ™) " (Laos AN
PHAM BINH MINH, First Vice Minister of Foreign Affacs, who presented the ¢ LAJ*: Yot T e
national report. A\ ' O ISEANDS
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During the interactive dialogue, delegations notad number of positive f
achievementsof the State under review. Several States appthMiet Nam for \ \ g Pe. |\
its successful poverty reduction strategy and tlogness made in socio-economi. I\ (- _ Quhiny
development. A number of States asked for sharasj practices experienced b \

-r

Viet Nam in such a field. '/' .
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Nevertheless, serious concerns remained about adeiesues raisedby the V[ riaiasa 55 00
Working Group during the interactive dialogue, swash freedom of expressior‘ | afis
and media freedom, including on the internet; fosadf religion; torture and ill-
treatment, especially with regard to detainees.
In particular, a legal vacuum has been noted irdtdmestic legal framework with regard to the afogationed issues.
Furthermore, much emphasis has been given to etiioigps’ human rights situation; some States sugdespecific
measures being considered to ensure and enharioecstiaral harmony among various ethnic and religi minorities;
A number of delegations also posed specdmommendations These, among other things, included:
- to continue to implement the poverty re-educativategy to further lower the rate of poverty;
- to further develop partnerships with the internadlocommunity to assist developing countries toaade their
economic and social rights;
- toincrease the use of ethnic languages;
- to develop a national strategy to include appraerimeasures in the field of human rights educaitiothe
school system at all levels;
- to continue to help ethnic groups to raise awareabsut their rights in order to improve their dyadf living;
- to continue to advance the human rights of vulrlerpbople;
- to continue to improve the living conditions of alided persons;
- to consider ratifying the Convention on the Right®ersons with Disabilities and the Conventiorthef Rights
of Migrant Workers and All Members of Their Famdlje
- to strengthen efforts to fight against corruption;
- toincrease the independence of media from the Stat

om0 During this UPR, the Viet Nam delegation showesklit as having seriously assumed its
commitments. Although Viet Nam has made signifigarttgress in the protection and implementationwhéan rights,
as remarked by a considerable number of Statkasito be noted that much more rests to be accstmeplj as proven by
the fact that Government delegation clearly demiey existing restrictions on media freedom anddoee of expression
in his country.
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The review of Chad was held on May™. 2009, during which 49 Council members
and observers raised a number of issues pertainitige human rights situation in the
country. The delegation of Chad was headed by WE&E. HUDA ALl ALBAN,
Minister for Human Rights of Yemen.

Presenting the national report, she affirmed thaifocracy and human rights in the
Republic of Yemen have become a behavior and a afdife. If some negative
aspects emerge in practice and application, theyarmal symptoms experienced by
the countries of emerging democracies”. She alsietimed Yemen'’s firm belief that
“democracy and human rights constitute an integragstem”, as proven by the fact
that Yemen ratified more than 56 international eartions and instruments in a short
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{ period of time.
A Indian The head of delegation provided responses to &ssefi questions submitted in
ETwomE e advance and then offered suggestions again dunmdnteractive dialogue by some
States.

Severalissues and questions were raiselly the Working Group, related to women'’s rights;luding violence and
discrimination against women, the practice of feergénital mutilations and forced marriages, actesslucation, and
the phenomenon of “sex tourism”. Additionally, athheasons of concern pertain to freedom of expsessninorities’
rights, the application of the death penalty, paitrly by stoning, executions of minors, tortuilefreatment and
physical punishments against children and detaiasic the effectiveness of the judicial system.

The delegation o¥emen respondedo several questions and issues raised. With deigafireedom of expression and of
the press, Yemen'’s delegation affirmed that suebdoms are perfectly protected by the Constitwdiaeh no restrictions
exist especially concerning media. Equally, righftsninorities are guaranteed by law.




With regards to the judiciary, all trials are contad in accordance with constitutional and legalcpdures, and are
based on principles, the most important of whichintans that the accused is innocent until proveiitygy The
extrajudicial, arbitrary, summary or unjust exeontis unlikely to happen. Moreover, the judicianed not approve the
death penalty

except in the most serious crimes intending to mimé executions. As far as it concerns executiohshildren,
Yemen'’s delegation clearly affirmed that such phmisnt indeed does not exist: the Yemeni Penal @eflaes the age
of full criminal responsibility by 18 years at ttimme the perpetrator commits the crime.

Concerning prisoners, Yemeni Representatives rtbgchll persons in detention are fully protected.

With regard to violations of women’s rights, YemgnGovernment has taken a number of actions to asldre
discrimination and violence against women and intigaar the so-called “tourist marriage”: the atlop of the age of
17 as the minimum marriage age has made the maroiaigninor girls to a Yemeni or non-Yemeni a crisubjecting its
perpetrator to legal penalty. With regards to g®ué of the persecution of religious minoritiesyegmen, the national
delegation affirmed that such reports are not corre

During the three-hour interactive discussion, dafiegms noted a number gbsitive achievementof the State under
review. These included, among other things: thaldishment of a Ministry for Human Rights; the dsoin to set up a
national human rights institution in compliance wthe Paris Principles; the ratification of the Ro@tatute on the
International Criminal Court; the establishmenttled Higher Council for Women; accession to the mafarnational
human rights instruments; the reduction in theribfaortality rate.

A number of delegations also posed specificommendations.These included: to become a party to the Optional
Protocol of Convention on the Elimination of Disnihation Against Women; to ensure the full impletagion of the
recently formulated National Action Plan for theadication of female genital mutilation from Yemen; redouble
advocacy efforts to enhance public awareness odegeaguality and women'’s role in social and ecomoaevelopment;
Yemen was also encouraged to prohibit any praafcéorced early marriage of young girls, includibigurist” or
temporary marriages; to prevent and combat all aftsmuggling children; to finalize legislative nsemes that
determined the minimum age of marriage at 17 aptaddby Yemen’'s House of Representatives; to $tefséntencing
of children to any form of physical punishmentateolish corporal punishment; to continue effortsdmbat poverty; to
enhance education opportunities in rural areasptainue to improve the health welfare system;dop more effective
policies and programs to combat unemployment, @daily among women and youth; to restrict the oféhe death
penalty and reduce the number of offences for whichn be imposed; to ratify the Optional Protomothe Convention
against Torture; to take measures to end the peaofiincommunicado detention; to improve prisonditions; to allow
access to prisons and detention centers to Yenmehindernational human rights organizations, intipalar the ICRC;
to raise the age of criminal responsibility; to @ms that the standards to a fair trial were guaedhtunder all
circumstances; to ensure compliance with obligatiaith the Convention on the Rights of the Child twocarry out the
death penalty on minors; to install a moratoriuntfmdeath penalty with a view to abolishing thattigenalty.
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18-19 May, 2009

The global economic crisis
and development - the way forward
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UNCTAD’s first Public

Symposium, held 18 and 19 May
2009 in Geneva, highlighted the
“human face” of the global
economic crisis and provided ¢
platform for civil society

organizations to voice their concern
and offer ideas firmly anchored in
grassroots realities.

More than 360 representatives fror
civil society, the private sector
labour organizations, academia ar
research institutes, as well a
parliamentarians and member State
joined UNCTAD, the International
Labour Organization (ILO)nd the
United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs

& 'l

(DESA) to discuss the impacts of
the crisis, the responses, and ways
forward. Focusing on this point,
during the UNCTAD’s Public
Symposium the participants
highlighted: the necessity to offer a
debt moratorium to vulnerable
nations affected by crisis-induced

exchange rate movements; the
fundamental role of the Civil
Society as “controller” of the
international economic and
financial system; the deep link
between the promotion and

protection of Human Rights and the
necessity to find good solutions to
the international crisis.
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On May 12", the President of ti
General Assembly, Mr. Miguel

d’Escoto Brockmann, presented
NGO representatives the outcc
document draft by the Gener:
Assembly in order to re-orientatle
international economic politics, af
the econond and financial crisis th
recently struck the world.

Mr. d’Escoto pointed out that t
aforementioned document is
comprehensive for all instances 1
should have been represented the
and yet it constitutes an import
achievement, almost “a miracle”as
he defined it -considering the ve
short time available for its drafting.
The presentation of the outco
document will take place during 1
first days of June, but the dang
clearly brought out by the Preside
is that it could befor the umpteenti
time a meeting between “donor” &
“beggar” countries. Indeedhis is no
the case. Given th&wvesternorigin”
of the crisis, the usual dichotol
between developed countt
“helping” poor countries has
reason to exist. Yet the risk remai
topical.

In this regard, Mr. d’Escoto stress
instead, how the positive outcome
this delicagé time for world econon
should rather consist in i

establishment of a new holistic, -all

comprehensive and uttidisciplinary
approach, aiming at assurintha
such situations will never repeat. “
cannot continue to take decisi
without the participation of tho
who will pay the consequences of
decisions” — Mr. d’Escoto firmly
claimed. Frormow on, there must
a strong anctategorical commitme
in guaranteeing the involvement of
actors in the decisiomaking
process, he added.

Furthermore, the President drete
attention on theethical dimensio
assumed by this crisis which ot
than marking a failure of tl

)

economic and financialworld, has
especially revealed a social and vi
crisis. On the other hand, it ente
bringing about careful consideratic
of opportunities that the current cr
opens tdhe internation:
community.In fact, it represents .
occasion to build a new glol
econony which will take intc
account human rights;a preciou
chance to rerientate the investmel
and world economical resourcés.
particular, the safeguard of
environment plays an important r
in this new approach to t
management of resourcassofar a
“we certainly have the responsibil
of safeguarding our mother earth”,
one of President’s collaborator
said.In concluding, the Preside
expressed his firm intention
making this document a success,
a text that will really allow the
achievement of the prefixed goals
therefore the realization of th
challengeoffered by this difficul
economic junctionThe spirit the
animates the action of the Preside
based on the firm belief in huma
beings’ fraternity. “The mosttrue
thing today is that we are all broth
and sisters™he said fervently, n
leaving any doubt on his sincerity
pronouncing the words. T
objectives  proposed could
followed only if every State resi
the temptation of closing itself up i
protedionist attitude, committir
itself to a collective effort beir
capable ofimproving the fate of th
global economy.

In the fulfillment of this task, M
D’Escoto claimed that there is
“desperate need of NGOs, of tt
capacity of raising awareness
mobilizing support on th
issue”.The involvement of Civ
Society is an essential ¢
irreplaceable contribution
restructuring and re-orientatinghe
international economic politics.
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