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IX° INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS V.I.D.E.S.

 COMMON GOODS AND HUMAN RIGHTS: A PATRIMONY AND A COMMITMENT FOR YOUNG 

SASSONE (Rome)
INVITATION
“Every morning life begins and a dew drop keeps repeating its exercise of originating, of growing, of changing and multiplying itself. Every morning life blossoms expanding its arms towards the sky reproducing itself.  Every morning life sets about and step by step you can run into life while it donates itself appearing in thousands of different shapes all different from one another: all wonderful they reinvent themselves in an infinite miracle…that revives. Every morning. 
(Anonymous) 

Life! The most important gift we were given. The primary among all Rights.  A gift and a Right that we should build e defend during our daily path, through our choices, through our commitment as human being and citizens.


Young around the world: “Build other people’s happiness. Tomorrow will have your features. World is dehumanizing: you keep being Human!” (Anonymous)

Common Good reminds us the responsibility of living as a part of the relations that represent the polis, civitas, communitas. A communitas that, in a globalized world, appears wider and characterized by continuous tension between small-large, local-global, individual-collective (d. Giovanni Momigli)

The idea of society, where dynamic relations are dominant, is also full of tension: person-community, community-person, the necessity of spotting a shared common good is immanent in the rule’s concept. We are part of a whole that recall everyone to their responsibilities. The sense of responsibility is necessary to be part of the participation process, it is indispensable to delve and to know better certain situations to build a personal opinion participating to the decisional processes. Responsibility requires, furthermore, a careful consideration on the constant entwining between freedoms and rights.

Only when freedom exists we have real responsibility. No responsibility exists without freedom. No community subsists without freedom. The research of Common Good, make us recognize our freedom not only as freedom from but above all as freedom towards, in front of. Only with a clear thinking an active citizenship can originate, we feel part of a whole, we pursue a common goal, we measure ourselves with the quality and sustainability of life.
Rights should be seen under a relational and supportive prospective that takes into account the individual and community common good.
A harmonic growth of our society is necessary to build a positive cohabitation, human being’s rights should be reaffirmed together with citizenship’s rights (civil, social, political); it is essential to take our responsibilities as individual and as a group.
In conjunction with citizenship’s rights the sense of belonging to a communitas must be raised and developed.


The sense of belonging to the same Human family is the root of our responsibilities towards the environment and at the same time the principle of a honest and widespread cultural and educational action. The implement of responsibility requires also the commitment of living our rights in a relational way, in their supportive dimension, protecting human being rights “not only individually but as a whole: an incomplete protection would be a lack of recognition (Social Doctrine Compendium, 154).
Our time experiences struggle among rights, where the person and the common good are not prevailing, but the rights of the strongest and the rights of people having the launch of the common culture and opinion. 
There comes the necessity of gathering and placing everybody’s rights in their relational and supportive dimension. It is a cultural, ethical and political transformation that appears more and more urgent and indispensable if we aim at consolidating both right and responsibility to protect everyone dignity and the Common Good.
Individual rights and Common Good require the valorisation of a true and own culture of relation, searching for the relational good value, as an essential good for the person and the society.

V.I.D.E.S. youth and friends “refuse to put your life in a shelter and refuse also the adventure where pride has more room than service. Denounce, but in order to proclaim. Dispute, but in order to built. Make your rebellion and your anger become love. Be, each of you, a particle, a spark of this love. Let it be contagious. Let it spread as a virus of goodness. May it contaminate the world! Strong are those that believe and are willing to build (R.Follereau)”.

This is our path: a commitment that originates every morning and changes our life in building everybody’s history
A path that leads us, with our different stages of work and preparation that started last year with the seminars and continued with the group-work lately, towards the IX° International Congress in Sassone (Rm) - “Common Goods And Human Rights: A Patrimony  and a commitment for young”  where we expect your participation to reflect together, to change, during the meeting, with mutual knowledge, to extend our arms towards the sky like an enormous hug of love.
Kindest regards and see you all in Sassone.
Guido Barbera 





Leonor G. Salazar

     V.I.D.E.S.  President



 V.I.D.E.S. General Director
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