Private impressions: 

Always more and more are the subjects that the Human Rights Council has to face. So the number of sessions increases, some meeting days start at 9 a.m. to finish, without any break, at 6 p.m.
Of course, the consequent tiredness at all levels, the tension of following all the debates, of taking position through statements always updated over the most various topics put on hard probation the personal resistance. 
At the same time, there are some parallel meetings of Commissions, of permanent Delegations for reaching some negotiations, of NGOs that are presenting some side events, of working groups related to some topics. 
I have personally participated to special meetings over right to education and over right to food and I’ve started to meet with NGOs working groups that are in charged of those aspects.  
Our discussions are always focused on human rights violations in the world: it is like feeling the earth heart beating on the enduring sufferings. The knowledge (and the participation) at those conditions get easier thanks to the written and oral reports of the in charged experts (“rapporteurs”), to the interventions of the countries members and observers, to the denouncing NGOs. Significant also the satisfaction noticed when we reach to almost common conclusions: the human rights of persons with different abilities, the search of solutions to the food crisis, the glair to children rights’, the thirst of peace and development that we can breath everywhere.  
A perpetual discover: the person with its feelings, its capacity and wish of communicating that shows under the apparent coldness and legality of its representatives in different countries. The experience tells me always more that the function we play as Institute is also this: to make emerge this aspect and…it is not difficult.
Many are the contacts established with those persons (Ambassadors and officers) to whom we presented with our own identity. To this, we need to add the surprise and the joy of most people that already knew our institute and the salesians because they studied in our schools
, because their children…, because they’ve heard of the work we do…Most of them approve the work we carry forward as VIDES, involving local youth as volunteers and everybody seems to be particularly attached to educational actions for children.
I admire the active role that youth plays during the session of the Council as internships and volunteers: talking with them I have discovered that there is a high request of performing an internship here in Geneva in the International Organizations or in the NGOs. Thank God our Human Rights Office will soon avail of interns and volunteers by the end of September.
Another important aspect is the net established with Catholic inspired NGOs: Thank to them,  participating and understanding the inner workings of the Council becomes easier.
One certainty: the face of God is here present through all those people that are not confessing or even knowing Him but, without realizing it, are looking for Him.
It is His suffering face, attentive to dignity of the most suffering creatures that I often see in the room, it is His recognizing tenderness that emerges when the right of the weak is at the center of the discussion, in a debate that surpasses geographical and cultural limits.
And I feel more the responsibility we hold of entering deep in this work for achieving God’s kingdom in the earth… 
� There are two representatives that are alumnus (“Do we have to put on the badge?” asked me one of them).





