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We had a very intense day today, with two very important conferences on integral ecology and 
digital communication. Both topics were explored by competent speakers and they invited us to go 
beyond a theoretical knowledge. Our eyes were opened to the reality that integral ecology is a 
responsibility towards creation and the future generations. On the other hand, digital 
communication is an opportune space to transmit values, build communities and spread messages 
of hope.  

Tomorrow we celebrate the memorial of Saint Augustine, bishop and doctor of the Church, and I 
would like to share with you some words of his regarding these two themes: 

On nature as a book: “Some people, to discover God, read books. But there is a great book: the very 
appearance of created things. Look above you! Look below you! Note it. Read it. God, whom you 
want to discover, never wrote that book with ink. Instead, He set before your eyes the things that 
He had made.” 

On communication: “When men cannot communicate their thoughts to each other, simply because 
of difference of language, all the similarity of their common human nature is of no avail to unite 
them in fellowship.” 

In our service as VIDES volunteers, we come in contact with a lot of situations of poverty, all of them 
related to the incorrect relationships between human beings and human beings, human beings and 
God, human beings with creation. We also realize how important it is to forge communion through 
sincere, humble and attentive communication.  

We are invited to develop and to grow in taking care of each other and of creation, for the present 
and for the future generations. This attitude of tender care springs from an experience of being 
taken care of by God, who, as the Bible says, calls us by name even before we were born, and 
provides for our needs.  

There are many people and groups that are engaged in service and in the promotion of the rights of 
the most vulnerable. What makes the VIDES way different is that it is inspired by the way of Jesus, 
the good shepherd: who doesn’t break the bruised reed, nor quench the smouldering wick (cf Mt 
12:20). We look at people as sons and daughters of God: different but equal, always on the journey 
of becoming. Our service is with a heart because it comes from the heart. It is a service that touches 
the whole person and is aimed at forming the whole person: mind, heart, hands. 

I conclude this message with some words from Pope Leo XIV: “We need to rediscover the 
fundamental attitude of care as support and closeness to others, not only because someone is in 
need or sick, but because they experience vulnerability. The vulnerability that is common to all 
human beings.” 

Goodnight. 


